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September 2015 

Greymouth Petroleum Kowhai D Wellsite – Progress Report 

Greymouth Petroleum has completed feasibility studies and design for its fourth Kowhai well – Kowhai 

“D” – to extract gas condensate from the Kapuni sandstones of the Kowhai field which the company 

has been developing since 2008. 

The new well is planned for a site several kilometres away from Everett Park in the upper Waitara 

Valley, south of the Waitara River. The site location selected is supported by the local community and 

the local landowner on whose land the well is proposed to be located. It is proposed the well site would 

be accessed from Manganui Road. 

The well is intended to be connected to the Kowhai ”A” Production Station on the northern side of the 

Waitara River by an underground pipeline running under the river and alongside an existing Vector 

pipeline for part of the journey. 

 The project is currently stalled and can only move ahead when there is an approved site for both the 

well and the pipeline. The acceptability of the Kowhai “D” well site and associated underground pipeline 

route chosen by Greymouth will be tested in the Environment Court in New Plymouth later this month.  

 

SITE SELECTION AND CONSULTATION   

In selecting a site, Greymouth considers an extensive range of factors including operational efficiency, 

distance from dwellings and schools, traffic on local roads, environmental and archaeological factors, 

views of the local landowners and community and the views of relevant iwi/hapu towards the proposal. 

Greymouth has endeavoured to consult fully with local iwi in order to locate the new Kowhai “D” well 

and pipeline in the most appropriate possible location on the 78 hectare property whose owners have 

come to a commercial agreement with Greymouth. The company realised that certain areas of the 

Waitara Valley have cultural significance to iwi and accordingly was at pains to select an acceptable 

well site and pipeline route.  
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Greymouth had a number of meetings and discussions with Pukerangiora hapu and walked the land 

with them. The hapu advised that they did not oppose the project as long as cultural monitors were 

accommodated on site during the earthwork phase. This is normal procedure and was agreed to by the 

Company. Greymouth has also had a number of discussions with members of the Otaraua hapu about 

the concept, has walked the land with them and given the hapu all appropriate information. The hapu 

had a number of concerns which Greymouth attempted to address. For instance, it has agreed to 

change the crossing point of the pipeline under the Waitara River to ensure that particular rapids will 

not be disturbed. 

Greymouth commissioned an archaeological report which indicated that there were no archaeological 

sites of significance in the vicinity of the well site. 

Although not required to do so, the company decided to seek the approval of Heritage New Zealand in 

case any archaeological sites were encountered in the course of excavations. Heritage New Zealand 

received oral claims from a representative of Otaraua hapu that an important ancestor was buried in the 

vicinity of the proposed well site and that the application should not therefore be granted. The hapu 

would not detail any location for the wellsite within the valley that would be acceptable to them. 

Heritage New Zealand received assurances from Greymouth of its willingness to be flexible and work 

around any areas where historical items were discovered or identified. 

Heritage New Zealand, by a decision of the Maori Heritage Council, declined Greymouth’s application 

for a precautionary Archaeological Authority which would have enabled Greymouth to excavate, with iwi 

consultation, any archaeological material encountered during earthworks, treat it appropriately and 

record it. The stated reason for the decision was that Otaraua hapu had informed Heritage New 

Zealand that a significant ancestor of Te Atiawa is buried in the Waitara valley and that, although the 

proposed site will not impact directly on the burial site, the values associated with the site were 

considered to be so important that any development in the area would impact on the integrity of the 

cultural values. 

 

APPEAL TO BE HEARD THIS MONTH 

Greymouth has appealed this decision on the grounds, among others, that Heritage New Zealand had 

held that any development in the area would impact on the integrity of cultural values associated with 

the burial site of a prominent ancestor of the local hapu, even though it acknowledged that the reported 

burial site (whose precise location has not been revealed) was not within the proposed well site.  
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Since the lodging of its appeal, Greymouth has continued to have discussions with both hapu involved, 

including a mediation involving Heritage New Zealand, to see if an alternate site could be agreed, but 

none have been agreed. Following the Heritage New Zealand decision declining Greymouth’s 

application, Pukerangiora hapu now opposes any development in its rohe. 

 

The Environment Court will hear the appeal against the Heritage New Zealand decision in New 

Plymouth commencing on September 21. 

 

POSSIBLE TIMETABLE 

Should the appeal be successful, we would progress applications for Resource Consents from both the 

New Plymouth District Council and the Taranaki Regional Council.  The well and pipeline are expected 

to take up to a year to install once necessary approvals have been given. The development project will 

create a number of new jobs (up to 100 during the well construction phase and others during the 

pipelining phase). 

 

GAS FROM GREYMOUTH’S WELLS 

Gas from Greymouth’s wells is processed at central processing sites and piped to the Maui pipeline 

which distributes the natural gas to wholesale and retail markets in New Zealand.  Greymouth is the 

second largest New Zealand owned operator and employs more than 110 people. The company was 

formed in 2000, and has producing oil and gas fields throughout onshore Taranaki including Turangi, 

Ohanga, Urenui, Kaimiro, Ngatoro, Moturoa, Radnor and Surrey. Greymouth has subsidiary companies 

which offer environmental, drilling and wireline services  

 

More information is available at www.greymouthpetroleum.co.nz. 
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